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CLIENT CONTRACT AGREEMENTS
by J,M, Leitch

In the past, far too many land survey p ro jects  have been undertaken 
without the benefit of a sound contract being established between the Surveyor and 
the Client, In many instances, the fault has been on the part of the Surveyor 
through squeamish ideas of " le ^ s  get on with the work and w o rry  about the fee 
arrangements la ter11. Unexpected contingencies often a r ise ,  disputes occu r and 
these are harmful to the reputation of the Surveyor and the p ro fess ion . Contract 
agreements should be made before  the work is undertaken.

Frequently Surveyors are engaged to prepare plans fo r  a proposed  
subdivision. Sometim es the Client does not own the property  but the purchase is 
contingent upon approval of the plan. If the plan is considered  prem ature by the 
Municipal Planning B oard, then the client tr ies  to evade the payment to the Sur
veyor. This has been done frequently in the past in the Toronto  A rea . It is often 
im possible  to co llect  the fees for  se rv ices  rendered.

To find a method of ensuring that the Surveyor will be paid, I have d is 
cussed the situation with the D irector  of Legal O ffices  and the M aster of T it le s .
A form  of Agreem ent suitable for  record ing  in the Land T itles  O ffice has been 
developed by his o ffice . This type of A greem ent form s a "c lou d "  on the Title and 
no lawyer would allow the transfer of property  while this rem ained on T itle . The 
form s of Agreem ent and the D ischarge of Agreem ent may be available at the Office 
of the A ssociation  in the future for a nominal charge.

The R egistry  Office Agreem ents are quite s im ilar in idea, but as is 
com m only known, any fo rm , p roper ly  identified, can be reg is tered  in the R egistry  
O ffices . F or  this reason , the M aster of Legal O ffices  did not care  to make a 
standard form  for either the Agreem ent or the D ischarge of A greem ent.

The standard approved rates are shown in the F o rm  of A greem ent fo r  
standard land surveying practice . H ow ever, Land Surveyors often are engaged in 
planning the subdivisions as well as providing engineering s e rv ice s  fo r  the c o m 
pletion of the subdivision. The rates and term s of agreem ent for  each operation 
not covered  by land surveying should therefore  be defined in the document.

P ro fess ion a l bodies such as the Engineers and A rch itects  use a g r e e 
ments between the Client and them selves but this client contract agreem ent is a 
much stronger method of ensuring ultimate payment of accounts to pro fess ion a l 
men than any others so far devised.
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